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Overview
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) registered disinfectants often undergo stringent testing and evaluation to demonstrate their effectiveness against specific pathogens. In settings such as schools, where various illnesses can spread quickly among children, using an EPA registered disinfectant can provide a higher level of confidence in controlling the spread of diseases like flu viruses, norovirus (stomach flu), etc.

This resource provides guidelines and considerations for selecting appropriate disinfectants.
EPA Lists and Targeted Organisms
EPA lists (N, G, K, H) of registered disinfectants target various organisms:
· N list: Effective against COVID-19
· G list: Effective against Norovirus
· K list: Effective against C. difficile spores
· H list: Effective against resistant organisms like Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)  

Important: These lists are regularly updated as new products are evaluated and approved by the EPA. It is important to consult the most recent version of these lists on the EPA's official website for the latest information on registered disinfectants and their efficacy against each identified pathogen.
Versatile Cleaner-Disinfectant Considerations
This information simplifies the understanding of the EPA’s lists targeting specific organisms and provides practical considerations for choosing a versatile cleaner-disinfectant suitable for most school situations.

· Bacteria like Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a reliable indicator for school bacteria; products effective against it can be used to combat other school bacteria.
· Enveloped viruses (e.g., COVID-19, FLU, HIV) contain an outer layer that is more sensitive to heat and simple cleaning/disinfecting agents. 
· Shorter wet-contact times are more efficient as they typically do not require re-wetting.  Longer wet-contact times (5-10 mins) might require re-wetting during use.
· Some products may have different contact times for various organisms (e.g., shorter for bacteria/COVID-19, longer for Norovirus); select such products for routine use based on general contact time.
·  Using the same product with a longer wet contact time option during a Norovirus outbreak could be beneficial and practical.


Selecting School Cleaning Products
When selecting general disinfecting products consider the following:

	Consideration
	Description

	Check the Chemical Compatibility of Equipment in the nursing office
	Verify compatibility with medical equipment using provided instructions; for other devices, assess based on available guidance.

	Verify Product Inclusion on Lists
	Check if available cleaning products appear on EPA’s G, H, and N lists.


	Assessment Based on Inclusion on the EPA’s Lists
	For all selected lists of products, carefully examine the formulation type, surface compatibility, active ingredients, and wet contact time to determine if the selected product will be effective against killing the specified virus or bacteria.


	Evaluation of Acceptable Formulation
	If the formulation and contact time align with the H and N lists' criteria, proceed with further product evaluation.

	Consideration of Longer Contact Times
	Note that longer contact times are anticipated for Norovirus and MRSA.
Generally, opt for the shorter contact time, but if there are suspected cases of norovirus or MRSA arise, use the same product with a longer wet contact time.

	Safety Verification and Selection
	Review safety data sheets for each product, prioritizing those on the safer product list for schools.
Choose products that are safe and gentle for surfaces to minimize any harmful effects the product may potentially cause.

	Ensure Staff Safety and Handling
	Confirm the product's safety for staff with proper training on pesticide safety including assessing if the product requires dilution, and if staff followed the instructions on the product’s label. 
Consider automated dilution dispensers to avoid manual mixing and measuring of chemicals.

	Assess Cost and Budget Compatibility
	Evaluate the cost of products and assess how they align with the allocated budget for procurement. Make adjustments to choices as needed.





Reference
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	Selected EPA-Registered Disinfectants
	https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/selected-epa-registered-disinfectants


Resource
	Title
	Location

	Providing Professional Disinfection Services: How to Manage Germs Safely and Effectively
	https://youtu.be/Gbz5zmTweU4?si=BUIX-IITfu-5IYQi



[Follow your school district’s policy for selecting EPA registered disinfectants. This checklist can be modified to reflect your school district policy.]
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